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Prepared For:

John Q. Landowner
Thinning Prescription Prepared By:

Jim Smith.
Service Forester
Mississippi Forestry Commission
jsmith@mfc.state.ms.us
Date Prescription Was Prepared:

February 25, 2016
	Contract & Landowner Information

	Contract ID No#:
	2009 0789
	County:
	Hazard

	Farm #:
	545
	Tract #:
	103

	Landowner Name:
	John Q. Landowner

	Address:
	1234 Main St

	City/State/Zip:
	Somewhere, MS 12345

	Phone:
	012-345-6789
	E-Mail
	

	Program:
	CRP
	Sign-Up No.
	N/A


	Total
Acres

Involved

		Property Location


		40#

	Section

	Township
	Range

	237
	1
	30
	20N
	03E

	Practice

	Requested
Acres

	Map Condition

Or Field No.#

	Practice
Description

	Practice Recommendations & Specifications
	Cost Estimate

(Planting costs include labor and trees)
	Date To Have
Practices

Completed

	CP3EX
	143
	Field One
	1st Thinning

	Stands are ready  to thin now (year 2013)

Another harvest may be needed in year 2020. First thinning are required to leave between 200 and 299 living residual dominant and co-dominant pine trees per acre.  Thinning back to a basal area of 75-85 square feet.
	Income
	N/A

	CP3EX
	94

	Field Two
	2nd Thinning

	Stands are ready  to thin now (year 2013)

Another harvest may be needed in year 2020.  Thin back to a basal area of 75-85 square feet.

	Income

	N/A


	CP3EX
		Field One and Two
	Prescribed Burning

	Conduct a prescribed burn to improve wildlife browse, reduce hardwood brush, and reduce wildfire danger. Conduct the burn two years after thinning and then follow with a 3 year prescribed burn rotation.  

	Burning $25/ acre

Firelanes $100/hr

Per Year of Burning

	Late fall to April 1 

	CP3EX
			Invasive Species Control

	It is suggested that all areas be monitored for invasive plant species such as Kudzu, Chinese Privet, or Cogon grass and treat with label herbicides.  Refer to the section “Control of Invasive Species”.

	$100/acre

	Spray from July 1 –October 1, do not spray after 1st frost



	


Additional Remarks: Prior to thinning consult a forester to confirm that the stand(s) are ready to thin. No cost share for commercial thinning of stands.  Total cost share for management activities may not exceed $100 per acre for the life of the contract for a 10 year contract or $125 per acre for the life of the contract for a contract in excess of 10 years per 2-CRP, subpar. 512 A.  See 2-CRP, subpar. 428 and 2-CRP, MS Exhibit 1 for provisions related to management activities.

SERVICE FORESTER CONTACT INFORMATION:

Address:                                                            
Phone:                                                                                                               

                                                                
For information regarding development of an all-inclusive Forest Stewardship Plan for your entire forested property or additional forestry assistance please contact your Mississippi Forestry Commission Service Forester.

Introduction:

This CRP Management Prescription will serve as a guide for accomplishing the forestry goals and objectives for your property enrolled in CRP.  In addition to addressing your specific goals and objectives, this plan includes recommendations for maintaining soil and water quality and protecting your forest from insects, disease, and wildfire. 
Recommendations are based on observation and assessment of the site.
Stand Description:

General Description:
Field One:  The 143 acre Loblolly Pine plantation has approximately 500 trees per acre and is fully stocked.

 Field Two: The 94 acre Loblolly Pine plantation has approximately 160 trees per acre and is fully stocked.

Stand Information:

  Field One:   143 acre pine plantation (1st Thinning)

 45’Average Height

125 Basal Area

8.0” Average DBH
 Field Two:    94 acre pine plantation (2nd Thinning)

63’ Average Height

125 Basal Area

13.0” Average DBH
Recommendations:  
Because the basal area (how dense the timber is) is increasing, the stand(s) are ready to be thinned.  The thinning operation can either be an operator select thin or a row thinning may be conducted.  In an operator select operation, a forester and a knowledgeable thinning operator should be used to select the trees to be cut and should check to insure that thinning meets requirements.  Row thinning stands may be accomplished by utilizing a third row, fourth row, or fifth row thinning method. This thinning method automatically removes every third, fourth, or fifth row from the planted stand and also removes the cull trees from the remaining rows. In a fourth or fifth row thinning, more trees in the leave rows will have to be removed.  
If operator select thinning method is not used, then thinning every third or fourth row is recommended for the 143 acre first thinning.  Once the row has been removed, more trees will need to be removed from the residual rows, preferably cull and poor quality trees.  An operator select thinning is recommend for the second thinning on the 94 acres.  The hiring of a private forestry consultant would be very beneficial during the timber sale process of these two pine plantations.  A list of private forestry consultants can be obtained from your local Service Forester or the Board of Registered Foresters Website http://www.cfr.msstate.edu/borf/
Prior to beginning any thinning operation a request must be filed with FSA and approval received.  To maximize timber production, stands may be thinned to a basal area of 75-85 square feet per acre.  Remember to adhere to any thinning requirement that is a part of your CRP contract agreement. All work must conform to "Mississippi's Best Management Practices" to help maintain water quality and erosion control.  
Following the thinning, a prescribed burn can be done to improve wildlife browse, reduce hardwood brush, improve access and reduce the wildfire danger.  The burn should be planned and completed by a certified prescribed burn manager to help achieve desired results. Burning must be completed prior to April 1st of each year.  The prescribed burning should be conducted on a 2-3 year rotation, contact the FSA office for cost share information.
Note: Some forestry practices may cause temporary adverse environmental or aesthetic impacts.  These practices will only cause short-term adverse impacts where they are installed.  Special efforts will be made to minimize adverse effects when carrying out any of the practices.  Examples include:  site preparation, planting, prescribed fires, firebreak installation and maintenance, road installation and maintenance, pesticide applications and timber harvesting.
Interaction with Surrounding Property:

Prescribed practices should be carried out in a manner that will minimize adverse impacts on surrounding properties. Consideration should be given to potential air (smoke), water, visual, and other impacts.  In addition, practices carried out will have positive effects on the surrounding community such as improved wildlife habitat and soil stabilization.
Water Quality Protection:

The objective is to protect, preserve and enhance all water sources on or transecting the property.  This can best be achieved by implementation of the Mississippi Best Management Practices in all aspects of the management of the property.
Fire Protection:

Your forest should be protected from wildfire at all times.  The best way to protect your investment is by establishing and maintaining firebreaks around the property.  Guidelines for establishment and maintenance of firebreaks may be found in Mississippi Forestry Commission publication #107, Mississippi’s Best Management Practices.
Thinning provides access for machinery to fight fire.  Bush hogging lanes or woods roads can also improve access.  Remember to comply with any CRP rules regarding the timing of bush hogging. 
Insects and Diseases:
A healthy vigorously growing stand is the best defense to an attack from a variety of forest insects, plants and pathogens.  Trees are subject to attack from insects and diseases. Different insects and diseases affect trees according to the age, species, and condition of the trees.  Planted stands of pines and pure stands of hardwoods are particularly susceptible to attack.  Since there are many different insects and diseases, no attempt will be made here to explain all of them.  The property should be inspected at least annually for possible signs of insect and disease activity.  Some things to look for are:

• Unseasonable leaf fall

• Discoloration of leaves or needles

• Pitch pockets on pine trees

• Heavy defoliation of hardwood leaves

• Groups of three or more dying trees within a stand

This list does not cover all instances of insect or disease attacks.  If anything unusual is noticed, report it to a forester.  In most cases, insect and disease problems can be controlled if discovered early.
Bark beetles (Ips and Southern Pine) are more likely to attack dense, slow growing pine stands.  Thinning pine stands allows room for growth at an increased rate.  Watch for trees struck by lightning.  Bark beetles frequently attack lightning struck trees and then spread to other trees in the stand. Cut lightning struck trees if possible.

Control of Invasive Species:

Treating invasive species is recommended with approved herbicides particularly after thinning.  Kudzu, cogon grass, Chinese tallow tree and privet are common invasive species on CRP contracts in Mississippi.  It is the responsibility of the contract holder to control these to the extent that they do not pose a threat to survival of the desired species.  Mid-contract management cost-share assistance is available to assist with control. It is suggested that all areas be monitored for invasive plant species and be treated with labeled herbicides by a licensed herbicide applicator.
Contact the NRCS or FSA office for additional information.
Boundary Lines:

It is the responsibility of the landowner to ensure that all property lines and boundaries designating areas to receive forestry work are clearly identified and visible to all contractors.
Insert Map of CRP Thinning Acreage Here 

(You may use maps from other agencies if they are of sufficient quality. If you’re not sure, please contact your ADF for an opinion)
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   Office:  (111) 222-3333


Cellular:  (111) 444-5555


       Fax:  (111) 666-7777





James Smith 


P.O. Box 001


Anywhere, MS 98765











				











