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Champion Trees of Mississippi

Revised July 1, 2009

INTERESTING MISSISSIPPI TREE FACTS

The state’s largest tree is a baldcypress
located 8 miles north of Belzoni in Humphreys
County on property owned by the Mississippi
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks.
It is 46 feet, 9 inches in circumference, about
15 feet in diameter and 70 feet in height. This
state champion is located within 300 feet of
the former champion baldcypress which is
only slight smaller. The smaller tree remains
the second largest tree in the state and would
produce enough lumber to build six ordinary
houses.

Mississippi is one of only two states where the state
flower is the blossom of the state tree. The official
state tree/flower in Mississippi is the southern
magnolia/ blossom. The Official tree/flower in Virginia
is the dogwood/ blossom.

This massive white oak stretches the tape to nearly
twenty feet (19°6”) as the circumference is measured.
It is one of 27 species of oak having a Mississippi
champion.

Mississippi’s tallest champion tree, a spruce pine (156
feet tall), is located in Scott County.
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A survivor of the Dutch elm disease epidemic
that wiped out many of the elms in this county,
Mississippi’s champion American elm provides
plenty of shade around its spreading roots. It is
located in Vaiden (Carroll County), Mississippi.

Here’s an interesting story about a large tree, although not a
champion tree. The largest tree in the world ever
transplanted, a live oak weighting almost 300 tons, was
picked up and moved 100 yards during the weekend of April
13-14, 1996, in Biloxi, Mississippi. This giant tree — 593,049
pounds, 50 feet tall, a trunk 52 inches in diameter and branch
circumference 95 feet wide — was actually the largest of 3
giant live oaks that Grand Casino contracted to be moved in
order to preserve them. The world-record transplant was
performed by Environmental Design, a Houston, Texas firm.
The cost was $35,000 for the actual uprooting and moving,
with the total contract for the project estimated at S60,000.

Looking more like a tree in an enchanted
forest than the champion that it is, this paper
mulberry located within the Jackson city
limits is an example of an introduced species
that has become naturalized in Mississippi. It
is a native of Asia, where the inner bark has
been used to make paper for centuries.
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Champion Trees of Mississippi is the official publication of the Mississippi Champion Tree Program. It is
a listing of the largest reported trees in various species growing in the state. The list has been
maintained by the Mississippi Forestry Commission since the program’s beginning in 1972.
Mississippi’s parent program, the National Register of Big Trees, was initiated in 1940 by the American
Forestry Association (now known as American Forests). All trees submitted to the Mississippi
Champion Tree Program are compared to the most current edition of the National Register of Big
Trees. Currently, 163 trees are registered as Mississippi champions, nine of which are also national
champions and five are national co-champions.

The list of champion trees is constantly changing as people explore new areas or take a good look at
the trees in their own back yards. If you think you may have discovered a champion tree, simply follow
the nominating procedure found in this document.

PROCEDURE FOR NOMINATING A CHAMPION TREE

Official Champion Tree nominating forms are available through any Mississippi Forestry Commission
office or our online at http://www.mfc.state.ms.us/pdf/Pubs/35A Mississipp %20Champion Tree
Contest Data Form.pdf. Nominations should preferably me made through the service forester in the
county in which the candidate tree is located. Arrangements for taking official measurements can also
be made by writing the Champion Tree Program, Mississippi Forestry Commission, 301 North Lamar
Street, Suite 300, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201.

Any qualified forester may make the official measurements for nominating a Champion Tree. Only
those species listed in the U.S. Forest Service publication Checklist of United States Trees (Native and
Naturalized), by Elbert L. Little, Jr., are eligible for listing in Champion Trees of Mississippi.

How CHAMPION TREES ARE SELECTED
Champion trees are determined on the basis of points, awarded in the following manner:

e One (1) point for each inch in circumference at a point 4.5 feet above the ground. (Check with
the local service forester’s office for unusually shaped trees, multiple stems, etc.)

e One (1) point for each foot in total height (measured to the nearest foot).

e One-fourth (%) point for each foot in average crown spread (measured to the nearest foot).

The Champion Tree entry with the largest number of total points shall be declared the champion of its
species in Mississippi and shall be recognized as such in each edition of Champion Trees of Mississippi
until a new champion is found or until the trees dies. Co-champions will be listed in the case of very
close point totals (within 5 total points).

Mississippi’s Champion Trees which score points in excess of the currently listed in American Forests’
National Register of Big Trees will be forwarded to American Forests for nomination as national
champion.
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How TO MEASURE A CHAMPION TREE

There’s a pretty simple way to do a preliminary check on a tree to see if it is of “champion” quality. All
you need is a long piece of string, a tape measure, a twig as long as your arm and four pieces of
branches for stakes.

Circumference: The measurement of the distance around the truck
of the tree (circumference) should be taken at a point four and one
half feet above the ground. A non-stretch string will do if the
measuring tape is rigid or will not reach around the tree. Measure
the length of string that encircles the tree.

M~

Circumference

Height: The height can be measured with a straight stick, if more

accurate means are not available. Hold the stick straight up and
down (perpendicular to the ground) at arm’s length in front of you.

The length of the stick above your hand should be at the same .
distance from your hand to your eye. While holding the stick upright .
at arm’s length, walk backwards away from the tree until the stick || .. L:%
above your hand appears to be the same length as the tree. (You will o !
be sighting over your hand to the base of the tree and, without
moving anything but your eye, sighting over the top of the stick to
the top of the tree). The distance from the base of the tree to
where you are standing should be approximately the same as the
height of the tree.

Crown Spread: For the crown spread, you’ll need two sets of
measurements to make an average. Step back and take a look at
the tree’s crown. It's probably not symmetrical, and the longest
branches going in one direction may be shorter or longer than the
longest branches in another direction. You need to measure both
the longest and shortest set of branches and get an average to
determine a crown spread.

s

Crown Spread

You measure the spread of the branches while standing on the
ground. Eyeball where you think the crown spread ends on the
longest set of branches and put a stake in the ground on each side of
the tree. Then step back and sight to see if the stakes are place
correctly. Adjust them until the spread of branches is accurately
marked on the ground. Do the same with the shortest set of
branches. Measure the distance of the shortest and longest set of
branches, then compute the average crown spread.

Once you’ve gotten the rough measurements, jot them down and ask your service forester to verify
your figures and provide you with a nominating form. The forester will be glad to forward your
nomination through the district office, or you can mail it directly to Champion Tree Program,
Mississippi Forestry Commission, 301 North Lamar Street, Suite 300, Jackson, Mississippi, 39201.
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TREE SPECIES Crown Height Points Nominator(s) County

AILANTHUS

Chinese Tree of Heaven 6'8" 41'0" 126' 216.25  C. Wellborn/B. Brown Walter Biglane Adams
(Ailanthus altissima)

APPLE

Southern Crab 2'11" 30'0" 25' 67.50 J. Herring/B. E. Brown ~ MS Dept. Wildlife, Madison
(Malus angustifolia) Fisheries & Parks

ASH

Green 17" 5" 95'5" 102' 334.85 J. Strong Thomas J. Sanders Carroll
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica)

White 10" 11" 64' 7" 93' 240.15 M. Daughdrill/J. Locke Faye Kaigler Wilkinson
(Fraxinus americana)

Pumpkin 411" 24'8" 78" 143.18 D. Linden U. S. Fish & Wildlife  Washington
(Fraxinus profunda0 Service

BALDCYPRESS

Baldcypress 55'0" 64' 6" 82' 758.13 N. Harsh/B. Scott A. Abercrombie Holmes
(Taxodium distichum) E. Epley

BASSWOOD

American 113" 88'0" 108' 265.00 P. Hardy J. Franklin Warren
(Tilia americana)

White 9'0" 530" 60' 181.25 J. Strong/ S. James Martha Spellman Carroll
(Tilia heterophylla)

BAY

Swampbay 2'2" 29'0" 49 8225  S. Willsford/C. Sabette USDA Forest Service Perry

(Persea boronia var. pubescens)

BEECH
American* 10'5" 56'0" 131'0" 270 B. Stribling/M. Alsworth Willie Rivers Rankin
(Fagus grandifolia)

American* 103" 733 1310 272.30 H. Sullivan MS Museum of Hinds
(Fagus grandifolia) Natural Science

BIRCH

River 10'2" 80'0" 100’ 242.00 G. Brummett GA Pacific Corp. Newton
(Betula nigra)

BOXELDER

Boxelder 8'8" 56'0" 86'  204.00 B. Brown/C. Wellborn Hattie O’Neal Adams
(Acer negundo)

BUCKEYE

Page 6 *State Co-champion  ** National Champion  ***National Co-champion
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TREE SPECIES

Circ.

Crown

Points

Nominator(s)

Ohio

(Aesculus glabra)
Red

(Aesculus pavia)
Yellow

(Aesculus octandra)

BUCKTHORN

Carolina
(Rhamnus caroliniana)

BUME LIA

Buckthorn
(Bumelia lycioides)

BUTTONBUSH

Common

(Cephalanthus occidentalis)

C

CAMPHOR-TREE

Camphor-tree

(Cinnamomum camphora)

CATALPA

Northern

(Catalpa speciosa)
Southern **

(Catalpa bignonioides)

CHERRY

Black
(Prunus serotina)

CHINABERRY

Chinaberry
(Melia azedarach)

CHINESE PARASOL TREE

Chinese Parasol Tree
(Firmiana simplex)

CHINKA PIN

Allegheny

(Castanea pumila)
Ozark

(Castanea ozarkensis)

COFFEETREE

Kentucky
(Gymnocladus dioicus)

2| 4n

3| 9n

1 Ol 5||

010"

1| 6"

49

5| 311

200 11"

22| 7||

13! 6“

1 4!9!!

31011

2| On

2| 5n

7| 9!!

27! 3n

24! 0"

46‘ 311

15'6"

30'

20'g"

34! 6"

68' 0"

68' oll

55| 6"

42‘6“

327811

28‘ 0"

34! 6"

61! 6"

46

28'

60'

32

3411!!

176"

59'

76'

8g'

80’

65'

26'6"

54'

40’

99'

80.81

79.00

196.56

45.88

59.6

80.16

130.63

344.00

376.00

255.88

252.63

70.7

85.00

66.23

207.38

J. Herring/J. Price/
R. Flynt

B. E. Brown/J. Herring/
G. Green
C. Moore

J. Herring/B. E. Brown

J. Herring/B. E. Brown

D. Linden/L. Dorris

Walter Passmore

D. C. McClurkin

J. Ferguson

P. Barbour

V. Smith

B. Kitchings/R. Olson

T. Oakes/J. White

T. McCrery/J. Herring E.

Brown

K. Cline/R. Cox/ G.
Byrd/T. Scott

MS Dept Wildlife,
Fisheries & Parks

Buddy Dixon

Phil Edge

MS Dept. Wildlife
Fisheries & Parks

MS Museum of
Natural Science

US Fish & Wildlife
Service

Jack E. Logan

University of MS

Dale Camp

James & Dabney
Dale

Wade Benjamin

MS Association of
Cooperatives

Bernard House

Murtis Speer

Robert Cox

Lowndes

Jasper

Issaquena

Amite

Hinds

Washington

Jackson

Lafayette

Yalobusha

Leflore

Claiborne

Hinds

Lauderdale

Rankin

Tunica
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TREE SPECIES Crown Points Nominator(s) County

COTTONWOOD

Eastern 23'8" 141'0" 120’ 439.25  Yazoo-MS Delta Levee  Yazoo-MS Delta Tunica
(Populus deltoides) Board Levee Board

Swamp ** 12' 6" 49'5" 93' 255.35 D. Linden US Fish & Wildlife Washington
(Populus heterophylla) Service

CRAPEMYRTLE

Crapemyrtle * 71" 48'0" 40' 137.00 S. Kiewit Curtis & Patricia Jones
(Lagerstroemia indica) Shows

Crapemyrtle * 6'10" 39'0" 45 136.75 M. Graves/ C. Wellborn  James & Ruthie Coy Adams

Crapemyrtle * 6'3" 48'0" 45' 132.00 Herman Smith Mona Rutledge Jones

D

DEVILS-WALKINGSTICK

Devils Walkingstick 2'9" 13'0" 52' 88.25 J. Hiller Springfield Jefferson
(Aralia spinosa) Plantation

DEvVILWOOD

Devilwood 0'4" 15'0" 34' 41.75 C. Hunt/B. E. Brown US Forest Stone
(Osmanthus americanus) Service

DoGwooD

Alternate Leaf 14" 4 30'6" 22 45,63 J. Herring/B. E. Brown ~ MS Dept. Wildlife, Madison
(Cornus alternifolia) Fisheries & Parks

Flowering 242" 24'0" 44 340 H. Bryant/R. Thornton University of Lafayette
(Cornus florida ) Mississippi

Swamp *** 11" 17' 0" 24 4150  J.Herring/B. E. Brown MS Dept. Wildlife Madison
(Cornus stricta)

ELM

Cedar 13'5" 55' 124' 298.75 B. Naron/M. Oliver/P. Nick Chandler Leflore
(Ulmus crassifolia) Barbour

Slippery 13'9" 112'6" 95' 288.00 J. Strong/ L. Ray Debbie and Neal Carroll
(Ulmus rubra) Blaylock

Winged 12'11" 84" 11" 105' 281.23  B. E. Brown/M. Connerly ~ William C. Walker Jasper
(Ulmus alata)

FiG

Common 13" 34'0" 21" 4450 H. Morris Hebron Morris Hinds

(Ficus carica)

FRINGETREE

Fringetree 39 310" 24 76.75 H. Smith Robert Walter Jones
(Chionanthus virginicus)

Page 8 *State Co-champion  ** National Champion  ***National Co-champion
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TREE SPECIES

Crown

Height

Points

Nominator(s)

County

H

HAWTHORNE

Downy

(Crataegus millis)
Green

(Crataegus viridis)
Littlehip

(Crataegus spatulata)
Parsley*

(Crataegus marshallii)
Riverflat (Mayhaw)

(Crataegus opaca)
Washington

(Crataegus phaenopyrum)

HEMLOCK

Eastern
(Tsuga canadensis)

HERCULES-CLUB

Hercules-Club **
(Zanthoxylum clava-herculis)

HICKORY

Bitternut
(Carya cordiformis)
Carolina (Southern Shagbark)
(Carya ovata var. australis)
Mockernut
(Carya tomentosa)
Pignut
(Carya glabra)
Red
(Carya glabra var. odorata)
Sand
(Carya pallida)
Shagbark
(Carya ovata)
Shellbark
(Carya laciniosa)
Water
(Carya aquatica)

HoLLy

American

(llex opaca)
Yaupon

(llex vomitoria)

HONEYLOCUST

Honeylocust

(Gleditsia triacanthos)
Waterlocust

(Gleditsia aquatica)

HOPHORNBEAM

1| 8"

3| 8"

111"

4| 5||

3| 9n

1| 3!!

5'10"

4| 5||

86"

410"

13 4"

gl 6"

11|2u

5| 3!!

8| 3!!

1 0! gu

1111"

gl 7n

1|1n

11|5u

5| gn

23! 6"

36‘ 0"

22'10"

29! 6“

36‘ 0"

6' Ou

41! 7n

29! 3“

776"

47'0

44' 0"

39| Ou

82‘ Ou

35| Ou

56‘ Ou

51| Ou

75I On

56‘ 6"

12| On

76'8"

40I On

20'

35'

15'

28'

29'

10'

72

68'

116'

81'

114'

104'

125'

7'

104'

78'

122'

76’

2r

113'

79

45.88

87.75

43.71

88.38

83.00

26.50

152.40

128.31

237.38

150.75

285.00

227.75

279.50

142.75

217.00

219.75

273.75

205.13

43.00

269.17

158.00

J. Herring/D. Watts/ R.  MS Dept. of Wildlife,

Flynt
E. Brown/J. Herring

J. Herring/J. Price/ R.
Flynt
B. E. Brown/J. Wallace

H. Smith

B. Yarbrough/K. Stewart

C.M. Terry/J. Rhodes/
A. Taylor

B. Brown/M. Walters

B. Brown/C. Wellborn
G. Green/B. E. Brown
M. Terry
H. Smith/V. Smith
B. Brown/J. Locke
H. Smith
B. E. Brown/Billy Turner
J. Herring/P. Windham

D. Linden/L. Dorris/ B.
E. Brown

J. Strong

Mac Alford

A. Duff/R. Walker

D. Linden

Fisheries & Parks
Pearl River Valley
Water Supply Dist

MS Dept. of Wildlife,

Fisheries & Parks
City of Collins

W. W. Bonner

City of Tupelo

Mrs. R. D. Boult

Spithead, Inc.

Robert Y. Wood, Jr.

MS Dept. Wildlife,
Fisheries & Parks
Dan Talley
Keith Landrum
Henry Davis

Herman Smith

Pearl River Valley
Water Supply
USFS/ Bienville
Forest
US Fish & Wildlife
Service

Harold Smith

Amite Co. Schools

Pete Nosser, Jr.

US Fish & Wildlife
Service

Hinds
Rankin
Lowndes
Covington
Jones

Lee

Panola

Jefferson

Adams
Jasper
Panola
Jones
Wilkinson
Jones
Rankin
Jasper

Washington

Carroll

Amite

Warren

Washington
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TREE SPECIES

Circ.

Crown

Points

Eastern
(Ostrya virginiana)

HORNBEAM

American
(Carpinus caroliniana)

/

INCENSE-CEDAR

Incense-cedar
(Libocedrus decurrens)

[

LAUREL

Mountain Laurel
(Kalmia latifolia)

LAURELCHERRY

Carolina
(Prunus caroliniana)

LoBLoLLY BAY

Loblolly Bay
(Gordonia lasianthus)

Locust

Black
(Robinia pseudoacaia)

M

MAGNOLIA

Bigleaf

(Magnolia macrophylla)
Cucumbertree

(Magnolia acuminata)
Pyramid

(Magnolia pyramidata)
Southern**

(Magnolia grandiflora)
Sweetbay

(Magnolia virginiana)
Umbrella

(Magnolia tripetala)

MAPLE

Florida

(Acer barbatum)
Red

(Acer rubrum)

4| 2n

4| 4n

11|7u

010"

6| 7n

5| 311

53"

5| 1n

8| 5n

5| 5||

22! 4"

11|2u

1| 9!!

11|1u

181 4||

42! 6"

44! 0"

30! 0"

31 Oll

27! 8"

34! 5n

29|9u

51| On

37I On

1 5| 0"

89! 6"

43! On

25! 6"

66! 4"

77! 0"

Height

64'

70

100'

26'

39'

103'

92'

87

"r

48'

98'

85'

48

92'

106'

124.63

133.00

246.50

36.75

124.92

174.60

152.44

160.75

227.25

116.75

388.38

229.75

75.88

241.58

345.25

Nominator(s)

J. Herring/B. E. Brown

P. Hardy

S. Lowery/G. Butler

Mac Alford

B. Brown

D. Wyrick

D. Linden

J. Herring/B. E. Brown

B. Brown/E. Alford
Mike Daughdrill/ Dr.
Sam Russo
J. Yelverton

T. Dickenson

J. Herring/B.E. Brown

B. E. Brown/G.
Brummett
R. Thornton

County
MS Dept. Wildlife, Wilkinson
Fisheries & Parks
Mrs. Leo Mayerhoff Warren
R. Stark Pontotoc
John James Audubon Amite
Foundation
Jefferson Street Adams
United Methodist
Church
US Forest Service Perry

Black Creek Dist

U. S. Fish & Wildlife ~ Washington

Service

John Palmer Hinds

Mrs. E.T. Baker Amite
Eugene Owen Wilkinson

Jones County Board ~ Jones

of Education
USFS Black Creek Perry
Dist.

John Palmer Hinds

Georgia Pacific Corp. Wayne
Tombigbee River Prentiss

Valley Water District

Page 10
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TREE SPECIES

Circ.

Crown

Height

Points

Nominator(s)

County

Silver

(Acer saccharinum)
Sugar

(Acer saccharm)

MULBERRY

Paper

(Broussonetia papyrifera)
Red

(Morus rubra)

White
(Morus alba)

0

OAK

Arkansas **

(Quercus arkansana)
Black

(Quercus velutina)
Bluff

(Quercus durandii var. austrina)

Bur
(Quercus macrocarpa)
Cherrybark

(Quercus falcata var. pagodifolia)

Chinkapin

(Quercus muehlenbergii)
Compton

(Quercus comptoniae)
Cow (Swamp Chestnut)

(Quercus michauxii)
Darlington

(Quercus hemisphaerica)
Durand

(Quercus durandii)
Live

(Quercus virginiana)
Laurel

(Quercus lauifilia)
Northern Red

(Quercus rubra)
Nuttall ***

(Quercus nuttallii)
Overcup

(Quercus lyrata)
Pin

(Quercus palustris)
Post

(Quercus stellata)
Sand Post

(Quercus stellata var. margaretta)

Scarlet

(Quercus coceinea)
Shumard

(Quercus shumardii)
Southern Red

(Quercus falcata)

10|1u

7| 5n

141 2||

19'5"

12'11"

12| 6“

15| 7||

2| 5n

12'3"

206"

15'g"

135"

21! 2||

16' 10"

12! 3||

30! 6“

1 7!9!!

711"

21| 8"

1 91 gll

1 4| 5"

18'11"

7|0||

7| On

131111

25! 3||

78‘ 1n

77! 5n

41! 6"

66! 0"

63! 0"

103' 6"

104' 0"

31! On

95' 4"

102'0"

97'6"

710"

93| 6"

105' 5"

93| 9!!

150" 0"

114'0"

77I On

96. on

89‘ 3n

98‘ 6"

95|0u

51 |0||

46‘ On

g5l0u

48‘ 7!!

107"

68'

37

40'

64'

100’

107"

22

103'

187"

95'

54

92'

89’

102'

90’

98'

130'

110’

124'

110'

105'

41

65'

140'

96'

24752

176.38

217.38

289.50

23475

275.88

320.00

58.75

273.83

482.5

307.38

232.75

369.38

317.25

272.31

493.50

339.5

24425

394.00

383.31

307.63

355.75

412.75

160.50

320.75

411.15

D. J. Nevels Jackson Municipal Hinds
School District
J. Strong/L. Ray Dr. Paul Kosko Carroll
Patti Henson/ W. Kate Eidt Hinds
Passmore
J. Yelverton/Herman Martha Davis Jones
Smith Welborn/ Mary Jane
Todd
T. E. Vowell, Jr. Chicago Mill & Washington
Lumber
B. E. Brown/J. Wallace  City of Collins Covington
Judge E. L. Brown, R. Noxubee Wildlife Noxubee
Patterson Refuge
J. Herring/B. E. Brown ~ MS Dept. of Wildlife, ~ Madison
Fisheries & Parks
J. Herring/J. Price/ R.  MS Dept. of Wildlife, ~ Lowndes

Flynt Fisheries & Parks
R. Chapin Herbert Ramsey Copiah
R. Walker/S. Dixon Glen R. Triplett Warren

Charles Wellborn Washington United Adams

Methodist Church
P. Hardy Wallace Gay Warren
B. E. Brown/P. Tadlock ~ Mr.&Mrs. Finley/P. Scott
Brown
D. Nabors/ R. Winter/ R.  MS Dept. of Wildlife, ~ Lowndes
Flynt Fisheries & Parks
B. McGregor G.F. Watts Pearl River
R. Brown/G. Jackson/J.  Patricia H. Brown Scott
Jackson
D. Hancock/B. Stevens/  Rankin Board of Ed. Rankin
B. E. Brown
C. Hamberlin L. B. Stein Washington
J. Walker/M. Bailey US Forest Service Sharkey
D.K. Lee Bolivar County Bolivar
Schools
D. Stafford/G. Byrd Aaron & Wendy DeSoto
Bartlett

Ed Brown/B. Kitchings ~ Clarko State Park Clarke

J. Strong Carroll Co. Board of Carroll
Supervisors
D. Howell/T. Manuel Forest Home Wilkinson
Plantation
M. Bruce/B. Anderson Monroe Pointer Panola
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Champion Trees of Mississippi

Revised July 1, 2009

TREE SPECIES

Circ.

Crown

Points

Turkey

(Quercus laevis)
White

(Quercus alba)
Willow

(Quercus phellos)

Orange Tree

Orange Tree
(Citrus sinensis)

OSAGE ORANGE

Osage orange
(Maclura pomifera)

P

PALMETTO

Cabbage
(Sabal palmetto)

PAULOWNIA

Royal
(Paulownia tomentosa)

PAwPAW

Common
(Asimina tribola)

PEAR

Common
(Pyrus communis)

PECAN

Sweet
(Carya illinoensis)

PERSIMMON

Common
(Diospyros virginiana)

PINE

Eastern White

(Pinus strobus)
Loblolly

(Pinus taeda)
Longleaf

(Pinus palustris)
Shortleaf ***

(Pinus echinata)
Slash

(Pinus elliottii)
Spruce **

(Pinus glabra)
Virginia

(Pinus virginiana)
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25I On

115'0"

64‘ 0"

44| 1"

83‘ 6"

45!0“

70! 0“

43! 0"

69! 0"

32!6“

Height

60'

104'

140'

25

82‘0"

24

54'

42

A4

132'

64"

57

124'

106'

87

122'

156'

56'

180.25

357.13

422.50

38.13

279.88

90.44

184.25

76.5

137.25

414.75

193.00

136.02

335.88

232.25

239.50

249.75

319.38

138.18

Nominator(s)

R. Nell
R. Hanna

D. McVey/G. Hall T.
Harrell/J. Thompson

R. Wilson

G. Hall/S. Rogers

S. Lyda

A. Tapp

G. Byrd/W. Winemen

R. Taylor

J. Herring/B.
Quisenberry

H. Fleutt

J. Rhodes
J. Morgan/R. Watson
J. Simmons/B. E.

Brown/ R. Scoggin
G. Coffey

S. Leonard/T. Dickinson

J. Herring/B E. Brown/

A. Bradshaw
V. Smith/H. Smith

Jerry Keel George
McGraw Estate Yazoo
Natchez Trace Lee

Parkway
Paul Ashcroft Harrison
Steven Bradley Pontotoc
Holladay
J.C. Mashburn Wayne
US Army Corps of Lafayette
Engineers
Wade Wineman Tunica
US Forest Service Amite
Howard Prichartt, Il Adams
George James, Jr. Leflore
C. M. Terry Panola
Les Lindley/ Dr. W.J.  Noxubee
Anderson, lll
Bay Springs Garden Jasper
Club
Mary Harris Union
US Forest Service Perry
US Forest Service Scott
Mississippi Forestry ~ Covington

Commission

Page 12
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Champion Trees of Mississippi Revised July 1, 2009

TREE SPECIES Crown Height Points Nominator(s)

PLum

American 1'6" 25'6" 28 52.38 J. Herring/E. Brown Jack Herring Rankin
(Prunus americana)

Mexican 2'4" 38'0" 46' 83.50 J. Herring/B. E. Brown  MS Dept. Wildlife, Wilkinson
(Prunus mexicana) Fisheries & Parks

R

REDBUD

Eastern 6'4" 36'0" 34' 119 D. Linden Louie Hogue Washington
(Cercis canadensis)

REDCEDAR

Eastern 14" 5" 42'6" 8r 270.63 D. McVay/G. Hall/ T. HSP Development Lee
(Juniperus virginiana) Harrell Co.

5

SASSAFRAS

Sassafras 17' 4" 65'6" 4 298.38 J. Cassell Waterloo Farms Claiborne
(Sassafras alblidum)

SERVICEBERRY

Downy Serviceberry (shadbush) 1'5" 22'8" 34' 56.67 J. Herring/B. E. Brown ~ MS Dept. Wildlife, Madison
(Amelanchier arborea) Fisheries & Parks

SILVERBELL

Two-wing Silverbell 4'3" 16'0" 39' 94.00 M. Alford Lawrence Wren Amite
(Halesia diptera)

SMOKETREE

American Smoketree 1"1" 19'8" 20' 37.91 W. McNeer, D. Stafford ~ City of Olive Branch DeSoto
(Cotinus obovatus)

SNOWBELL

Bigleaf Snowbell 0'8" 15'0" 28' 39.75 J. Herring/B. E. Brown ~ MS Dept. Wildlife, Wilkinson
(Styrax grandifolius) Fisheries & Parks

SOURWOOD

Sourwood 6'10" 45'0" 123' 216.25 J. Hiller/D. Kelly Springfield Plantation  Jefferson
(Oxydendron arboreum)

SPARKLEBERRY TREE
Sparkleberry *** 2'9" 30' 0" 47 87.50 G. Lott/W. McCardle ~ US Forest Service  Harrison

Sparkleberry * 32" 29'0" 40' 85.25 B. Brown/J. Herring Danny Stringer Marion
(Vaccinium arboreum)

SPRUCE

Blue spruce 8'8" 48'1" 40' 156.02 G. Lowery Louise Hooper Lafayette
(Picea pungens)
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Champion Trees of Mississippi Revised July 1, 2009

TREE SPECIES Crown Height Points Nominator(s) County

SUGARBERRY

Sugarberry 16" 1" 81'3" 89' 302.30 A. Yelverton/S. Shaw Jim Hay Issaquena
(Celtis laevigata)

SUMAC

Shining (Winged) ** 6'6" 45'0" 35" 124.24 J Dewberry/T. West Point C. C. Clay
(Rhus copallina) Lofton/R. Lofton

Southern 1"3" 13'6" 29 47.38 D. Linden/L. Dorris US Fish & Wildlife ~ Washington
(Rhus copallinum)

SWAMP PRIVET

Swamp Privet ** 8'4" 48' 6" 41 153.13 D. LindenlL. Dorris US Fish & Wildlife Washington
(Forestieria acuminata)

SWEETGUM

Sweetgum 16" 1" 48'0" 130' 335.00 W. Passmore US Forest Service Sharkey
(Liquidambar styraciflua)

SWEETLEAF

Common Sweetleaf 30" 28'9" 74 117.19 J. Herring/C. Hunt MS Dept. Wildlife, George
(Symplocos tinctoria) Fisheries & Parks

SYCAMORE

American 211" 80' 101" 384 W. Wineman Wade Wineman Tunica
(Platanus occidentalis)

T

TALLOWTREE

Chinese 12'1" 51'¢" 60' 217.88 M. Haigh/N. Haigh Sandy & Stan Adams
(Sapium sebiferum) Davidson

TUPELO

Black 12'6" 770" 140" 309.25 B. Brown/E. Alford Emma Lee Brumfield Amite
(Nyssa sylvatica var. sylvatica)

Swamp 16' 1" 67'6" 96 305.88  J. Jarrell/D. Hinton/ J. Lillian Powe Wayne
(Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora) Gardinski

Water 25'3" 58'0" 96' 413.50 J. Peacock/T. Robertson Roberta Lea Leflore
(Nyssa aquatica)

¥

VIBURNUM

Rusty Blackhaw 1'8" 18'0" 3r 61.50 J. Herring/B. E. Brown ~ MS Dept. Wildlife, Hinds
(Viburnum  rufidulum) Fisheries & Parks

W

Page 14 *State Co-champion  ** National Champion  ***National Co-champion




Champion Trees of Mississippi

Revised July 1, 2009

TREE SPECIES

Circ.

Crown

Height

Points

Nominator(s)

WALNUT

Black
(Juglans nigra)

WATER-ELM

Water-elm
(Planera aquatica)

WAaX MYRTLE

Southern
(Myrica cerifera)

WHITE-CEDAR

Atlantic

(Chamaecyparis thyoides)
Northern

(Thuja occidentalis)

WiLLow

Black

(Salix nigra)
Sandbar

(Salix exigua)

WINTERBERRY

Common

(llex verticillata)
Mountain

(llex montana)

WITCH HAZEL

Witch Hazel
(Hamamelis virginiana)

Y

YELLOW POPLAR

Yellow Poplar
(Liriodendron tulipifera)

YELLOWWOOD

Yellowwood
(Cladrastis kentukea)
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010"
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18'

81‘ 0"

33| 0"

136'

45

25'

95'

40'

152'

39'

15’

41

38'

145'

92'

364.00

150.25

49.50

178.75

108.50

299.00

53.75

28.25

55.44

55.5

382.75

151.25

T. Skelton

D. Linden, L. Dorris

M. Alford

K. Coursey

K. Cline/W. Draper Il

B. Brown/M. Walters

D. Linden

M. Alford

J. Herring/B. E. Brown

M. Alsworth

R. Havard/W. Jenkins

D. Linden

W. T. Hendricks

US Fish & Wildlife
Service

M. D. Copeland
Estate

US Forest Service

Peyton Self

Spithead, Inc.

US Fish & Wildlife

M. D. Copeland
Estate
MS Dept. Wildlife,
Fisheries & Parks

George Dukes

Don Carlin

US Fish & Wildlife

DeSoto

Washington

Amite

Forrest

Quitman

Jefferson

Washington

Amite

Amite

Rankin

Amite

Holmes
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Champion Trees of Mississippi Revised July 1, 2009

THE FOLLOWING SPECIES DO NOT HAVE A MISSISSIPPI CHAMPION

Some of the species included on this list are found in very site- and range-specific areas, some of whose outer boundaries may include Mississippi. An
effort has been made to include all species considered native or naturalized, but our state covers a variety of soil and climate types, and a few species
may have been inadvertently omitted. If you discover a species not included on this list, it may still be eligible for inclusion. The Checklist of United States

Trees (Native and Naturalized), published by the United States Forest Service, contains a complete listing of all trees that are admissible

ACACIA (Acacia)
Catclaw acacia (A. greggii)
Sweet acacia (A. famesiana)

ALDER (Alnus)
Hazel alder (A. orientalis)

ANISE (lllicium)
Florida anise (1. floridium)

APPLE (Malus)
Sweet crabapple (M. coronaria)

ARBORVITAE (Thuju)
Oriental (T. orientalis)

ASH (Fraxinus)
Blue (F. quadrangulata)
Carolina (F. caroliniana)

BACCHARIS (Baccharis)
Eastern baccharis (B. halimifolia)

BALDCYPRESS (Taxodium)
Pond cypress (T. distichum var. nuntans)

BASSWOOD (Tilia)
Carolina (T. caroliniana)

BAY (Persea)
Redbay (P. boronia)

BAYBERRY (Myrica)
Evergreen (M. heterophylla)
Odorless (M. inodora)
Southern (M. cerifera)

BITTER-ORANGE (Poncirus)
Tri-foliate orange (P. trifoliata)

BUCKEYE (Aesulus)
Painted (A. sylvatica)

BUCKWHEAT TREE (Cliftonia)
Buckwheat tree (C. monophylla)

BUMELIA (Bumelia)
Gum (B. Lanuginosa)

BURNINGBUSH (Euonymus)
Eastern burningbush (E. atropurpureus)

CHERRY (Prunus)
Chokecherry (P. virginiana)
Sour cherry (P. cerasus)

CHESTNUT (Castanea)
American (C. dentate)

CHINESE PARASOL TREE (Firmiana)
Chinese parasoltree (F. simplex)

CHINKAPIN (Castanea)
Florida (C. ahifolia)

CORALBEAN (Erythrina)
Southeastern (E. herbacea)

CORKWOOD (Leitneria)
Corkwood (L. floridana)

CYPRESS (Cupressus)
Arizona (C. arizonica)

CYRILLA (Cyrilla)
Swamp (C. Racemiflora)

DAHOON (llex)
Dahoon (1. cassine)
Myrtle dahoon (1. myrtifolia)

DOGWOOD (Cornus)
Smooth (C. glabrata)
Swamp (C. stricta)
Roughleaf (C. Asperifolia)

ELDER (Sambucus)

American elder (S. canadensis)
Florida (S. canadensis var. laciniata)
Velvet elder (S. velutina)

ELM (Ulmus)

American (U. americana)
September (U. serotina)
Siberian (U. pumila)

FORESTIERA (Forestiera)
Florida (F. segregate)

HACKBERRY (Celtis)
Common (C. occidentalis)
Georgia (C. tenuifolia)

HAWTHORN (Crataegus)
Barberry (C. berberifolia)
Blueberry (C. brachyacantha)
Cockspur (C. crus-gulli)
Harbison (C. harbisonii)

May (C. aestivalis)
Oneflower (C. uniflora)
Threeflower (C. trifolia)
Yellow (C. flava)

HAZEL (Corylus)
Hazelnut (C. americana)

HIBISCUS (Hibicus)
Althea (rose-of-sharon)(H. syruacus)

HICKORY (Carya)
Nutmeg (C. myristiciformis)

HOLLY (llex)

Carolina (I. ambigua)
Georgia (I. longipes)

Large gallberry (1. coriacea)
Possumhaw (1. decidua)
Sarvis (I. amelanchier)

HOPTREE (Ptelea)
Common hoptree (P. trifoliata)

INDIAN-FIG (Opuntia)
Indian fig (O. ficus-indica)

INDIAN-SPICE (Vitex)
Indian-spice (V. agnos-castus)

JUJUBE (Ziziphus)
Common jujube (Z. jujuba)

JUNIPER (Juniperus)
Common juniper (J. communis)

LOCUST (Robinia)
Clammy locust (R. viscosa)

MANGROVE (Avicennia)
Black mangrove (A. germinans)

MAPLE (Acer)
Chalk (A. lelucoderme)

Mimosa (Albizia)
Mimosa (Silktree) (A. julibrissin)

MULBERRY (Morus)
Black (M. nigra)

OAK (Quercus)

Bluejack (Q. incana)

Chapman (Q. chapmanii)

Chestnut (Quercus prinus)

Delta post oak (Q. stellata var. paludosa)
Myrtle (Q. murtlifolia)

Laurel (Q. laurifolia)

Sand live oak (Q. virginiana var. geminata)

PALMETTO
Louisiana palmetto (Sabal minor)
Saw palmetto (Serenoa repens)

PAWPAW (Asimina)
Bigflower (A. obvata)
Smallflower (A. parviflora)

PEACH (Prunus)
Common peach (P. persica)

PINE (Pinus)
Pond pine (P. sorotina)
Sand pine (P. clausa)

PLUM (Prunus)

Chickasaw (P. angustifolia)
Flatwoods (P. umbellata)
Garden (P. domestica)
Mazzard (P. avium)
Wildgoose (P. munsoiana)

Poplar (Populus)

Black (P. nigra)

Carolina (P. ncanadensis)
Silverleaf (P. alba)

Privet (Ligustrum)
California (L. ovalifolium)
Chinese (L.sines)
Japanese (L. japonica)

RED-CEDAR (Juniperus)
Southern red-cedar (J. sillicola)

SILVERBELL (Halesia)
Carolina (H. caroliniana)
Little (H. parviflora)

SNOWBELL (Styrax)
American snowbell (S. americanus)

STEWARTIA (Stewartia)
Virginia stewartia (S. malacodendron)

SUMAC (Rhus)
Smooth (R. copallina var. leucantha)

VIBURNUM (Viburnum)
Blackhaw (V. prunifolium)
Possumhaw (V. nudum)
Walter (V. obovatum)

WALNUT (Juglans)
White (Butternut) (J. cinerea)

WILLOW (Salix)

Basket (S. viminalis)
Coastal plain (S. caroliniana)
Silky (S. sericea)

Weeping (S. babylonica)
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CHAMPION TREES OF

MississIPPI FORESTRY COMMISSION
301 NORTH LAMAR STREET, SUITE E 300
JACKSON, MiIssIssIPPI 39201
(601) 359-1386

www.mfc.state.ms.us

The Mississippi Forestry Commission provides equal employment opportunity and
services to all individuals regardless of disability, race, age, religion, color,
gender, creed, nation origin or political affiliation.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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